
 
 

The Bulgarian Cultural Center hosted a concert on Tuesday, which is not an unusual thing. The musicians 
performed Bach, Haydn, Dvorak, Paganini & Tchaikovsky - nothing sensationally new. The conductor was 
from the USA, this also has happened before. However, the conductor was African-American - that is 
something I would like to elaborate on. 
 
While we all know the huge contribution of African-American musicians to the world of art, I cannot recall a 
classical conductor who was African-American. I asked the cellist Kalin Ivanov and he could not remember 
either. 
 
The artistry of Mr. Daniel is fabulous and exceptional. He conducted the orchestra with refined movements, 
elastic and flexible expressive gestures, and big expressive eyes. He invigorated the orchestra, sharing with 
them his abundant energy. Alexander Hurgin, the Artistic Director of the orchestra said that they only had 
three rehearsals. Well, the young American conductor has considerable experience: in his native city of New 
York, he is the Musical Director of "Manhattan Virtuosi" and “Ensemble du Monde" chamber orchestras. 
 
The second part of the concert required even greater artistry: someone broke into the dressing rooms and 
stole the belongings of the musicians. Can you imagine the mood of the musicians coming out to play after 
the intermission?  
 
Marlon Daniel began the second half with a charming new composition; a fantasy on the "Dubinushka" 
theme, and throughout made all the possible efforts that the audience wouldn’t notice a thing. The entire 
concert was wonderful !  The soloists and the orchestra played very well (names of soloists are 
mentioned......). I would have really liked to interview the thief and write a postlude to this review. I would 
have asked him whether he was truly a French diplomat, which was how he introduced himself while entering  
the concert.....                     
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